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Tue Nationa VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


More than one critic has recently arrived at the 
conclusion that this association is not as flourishing 
and successful as it ought to be, and that some al- 
terations are required in its methods and manage- 
ment. If there is anything amiss our first care 
should be to recognise clearly what it is and the 
cause of the mischief. The Association is at all 
events financially sound. It is not apparently 
suffering from any acute organic disease. The worst 
that can be said is that it shows some want of vigour. 
Every year the annual meeting supplies the demand 
for subjects of discussion, there is no lack of speakers 
willing to take part in its deliberations. The well 
wishers of the Association would like to see a larger 
attendance at the meetings and a continual increase 
in the list of members. The proportion of members 
who attend the annual meeting is certainly smaller 
than might be expected, and the increase of member- 
ship is not quite proportionate to the increase in the 
members of the profession. The question to be 
answered is: must we blame the apathy of the pro- 
fession or must we allow that the annual meeting is 
wanting in such attractions as are necessary to draw 
a full attendance of men earnestly interested in the 
welfare of veterinary science and of the veterinary 
profession? We incline to think the average practi- 
tioner is more to blame than the Association. Our 
profession does not contain a large proportion of 
men who are deeply interested in purely scientific 
subjects. It contains very few men who can afford 
the time to devote much attention to science, and 
most of those who might take interest in the work of 
the ‘National’ are members of local societies. The 
work done by the National Association is very much 
the same as that done by the local societies, and 
there is therefore a constant competition between 
the two. Asa rule the meetings of the ‘ National ’ 
supply better papers and a more varied and thorough 
debate than can be found at the local meetings, but 
the attractions are too similar, and consequently 
members of the local societies find little to com- 
pensate them for the extra time and trouble entailed 
by following the National each year to its ever vary- 
ing place of meeting. 

It would seem desirable to have one large general 
association where we could all meet and interchange 
views, and which could be used when any work 
specially interesting or important to the profession 
required our united effort for its performance. It is 
difficult to see what further attractions the National 
could offer to subscribers, but it is evident that its 
position might be strengthened by some formal union 
. Such a union should not 
interfere with the absolute independence of the local 


bodies. It should be a sort of federation which 
would recognise common interests and increase the 
power of every element in the union. It would not 
be difficult to frame a scheme which left untouched 
the liberty of every local society, and yet which 
consolidated the whole with the “National” for 
united action when necessary. Every member of a 
local society would then feel a direct interest in the 
National Veterinary Association, and new energy 
would be diffused through the whole organisation. 

The rules and regulations which now govern 
the National are cumbersome in the extreme. They 
are fitted for the control of a body a hundred times 
as large, and present the same disadvantage as 
would a fifty horse power engine employed to drive a 
sewing machine. They require simplification and re- 
arrangement on a basis which would give more 
direct power to the members and take away from the 
Council and Committees initiatory duties which are 
burdensome, and which tend to spoil the interest of 
the private members. 

We believe the ‘‘ Natioaal’’ has done a great deal 
of good work, and is capable of doing much more. 
It has a right to look to the profession for wider 
sympathy, and it may be trusted to return an 
honest quid pro quo to every man who by his co- 
operation assists its growth and development. Look 
what the British Medical Association has done for 
the Medical Profession. No number of isolated 
societies could have assisted the progress of the 
science and art of medicine as this united and power- 
ful body has done. We want to put the National 
Veterinary Association in a similar relative position 
to the Veteiinary Profession, and this can be attained 
by a scheme which shall closely connect the larger 
with all the smaller societies. Alteration of little 
details may be required but they are easily effected 
and are of very minor importance. What is chiefly 
necessary is to have one united body:which can act 
with the approval of the whole profession, and which 
offers no opportunity for petty jealousies or personal 
misunderstandings. 


It has been suggested by an esteemed contributor that 
a column of The Record should be set apart for notes and 
announcements of what may be termed a personal 
character such as accidents, appointments, marriages, 
presentations etc.; and communications that we have 
received at various times seem to indicate that it would 
be acceptable to some of our readers. A little has been 
done in this direction in the index for Vol. Vi., which 
was included with last week’s number, and if our contri- 
butors will favour us with early information of these 
events we shall be pleased to give them a place regularly 
in the future. 
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